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analysis was very enlightening. However I might

I think Professor Kagami’s

make a distinction in this notion of China area
studies being oriented toward state policy. I think
in the United States it has been oriented toward
state policy, but on different levels. There are
some scholars who want to influence the
government, government bureaucracies, for
instance the state department or the defense
department, and want to consult for them. But
then there are others, including myself, I think,
who orient our work toward the public. So we
aim to sprak to the educated public, to try to
inform the public in general about China, so that
in a democratic process the public will choose
leaders and advocate policies that are ultimately
in the public’s best interest. So I think you have
to make a distinction between the state and the
public sphere.

Then there are other pressures within academic
research to orient one’s work to what one scholar
has called the “communities of the competent,”
that is, to one’s fellow experts. So we write for
little journals in a language that no one can
understand except fellow sociologists or fellow
economists, and that’s not really public, although
it’s supposed to be. And you get a different kind
of discourse when you do that. So I think that
China studies like other parts of academic life is
caught between these different dimensions. I also
would say that in the United States, scholars like
myself feel some responsibility to orient our work
toward the American public, that is we write in
English, I expect most people who read my books
will be Americans, and I try to write things that
would answer the kind of questions, concerns that

they have. However I think that Professor Kagami
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would encourage us to orient our work also more
globally. So in my case, more recently I like that
my works are translated into Chinese and are read
in China. And that wasn’t the main intended
audience but hopefully it’s beneficial to them,
and learning from their dialogue with it has
enriched my understanding. So I guess the issue
is, what our responsibility is, and whom we orient
our work to. And I think it’s not exclusively to
our states, whether it’s the Japanese state or the
American state, but I think it should be to a
broader public, and the public would first of all
be a national public, but also I would hope a more
global public as time goes on.
O—FE EHbHDIEITIVEL,
7 AV A OHEPFRICOVTDOIFKETT
A, CHICBBEL T, ERlBINESIEH
DETTL &I D
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N=T 4y FEE, WRBTL & DD
@®@—/\—7 1Y K~ Yes, I'd like to agree with
what Professor Madsen said, generally about the
way that American scholars publish their
material. Also I would like to add that much of
our research is funded by the American
government, in many cases by the Education
Department or by foundations associated with the
government, but my impression is a lot of times
once we receive the money as scholars that we’re

not really bound to follow the state policies of the



American government, so that we’re given a lot
of freedom I think to spend the money in ways
that we think are useful. On the other hand, the
American government | think wants to make sure
that they can defend the way the government
spends the money. So a lot of times we say, is the
American taxpayer going to be pleased with the
way that this money is spent? So I think the
government does look out not so much for
national interests but for the interests of maybe
American businesses to some extent, American
communities, so in that sense maybe not so much
American foreign policy interests but to the
benefits for the American people at kind of a
lower level of thinking. So, there are some
parameters I think on the way that the American
government distributes their money but once we
have the funds I think that they are relatively, we
have a good degree of freedom in how we
actually spend it.
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University of California.

I’m Richard Madsen from

I would say that orientalism itself is a western
concept, and it’s based in certain kinds of western
philosophy, and I would urge Asians to develop
their own epistomologies based on Asian
traditions.

One problem with orientalism is that it gets
defined in many different ways. As I understand
it, its first use was by Edward Said in his famous
book by that name, and that book was very
heavily influenced by the theories of Michel
Foucault, the French philosopher. And Foucault
and Said see power as totally intertwined with
knowledge, so you can’t separate them, and so
when you know something it’s really an
expression of your power and of the will to
dominate.

Now, there are other ways of understanding
orientalism that are somewhat more positive,
optimistic and maybe benign, and the way I have
thought about it myself is based less on Foucault,
whom I don’t like, and on Hans-Georg Gadamer,

a German philosopher very influenced by
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Husserl. And he would say that we have to
recognise that as human beings we start from our
own prejudices, we see the world from where we
are, and that is natural. So as an American I see
China from an American point of view, there’s no
way of denying that and it’s a normal thing. But
we all have a kind of horizon, he says, a boundary
beyond which we can’t see things, and we think
that’s all that the world is. But then the purpose
of research, of study, is to expand the horizon,
and when you expand the horizon you have to
take other things into account and you have a
broader, more encompassing view of the world.
So that view sees knowledge and power as at
least partially disconnected. That is, the more you
know, you can have a critique of the power
relationships that you’re part of. And it’s a more
dynamic view than the Foucault view, in which
they are totally connected and static. And this is, I
think, in line with Professor Kagami, that what
you want to do is to try to expand your horizon
constantly to have a more subtle understanding,
recognizing that power relationships can’t be
avoided either. But not just assuming and
despairing that all there is to life is people
dominating each other with power and
knowledge.
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pline, when it becomes an academic discipline, is

One issue in academic disci-

how people in that discipline reach consensus
about what is good or bad research or what is true
or not. And often when disciplines are very
immature, you have a hundred or a thousand
flowers blooming, and no way to know which is
the right one. The great American, scholar of
American studies in China, Li Shengzhi, who was
a friend of mine, before he died told me, “In
China it’s not that we don’t have ideas. Everyone
has plenty of ideas. The problem is nobody has
the same ideas about anything.” And what
academic disciplines try to do is to concentrate
ideas so you get some consensus and some
orderly way of going forward. So I think
“Chinaology” if it gets formed as Professor
Kagami wants it to be, will have the advantage of
bringing into dialogue about China a greater
variety of factors than before. Interaction between
foreign and Chinese scholars and so forth. But
one question I didn’t see answered clearly yet in
his paper is, how will this discipline be able to
generate consensus? Will there just be many,
many different views of China? Will there be any
way to determine, as time goes on, which are the
best views, which are the ones that should be
respected and so forth? How will that be done?
And that is something that I would like to see
some clarity on.
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