knew little about China or Mao Zedong, and
some of them quickly became disillusioned, and
even swung to the right wing when they gained
more knowledge. Other scholars of that
generation, who were better grounded in their
knowledge of the real world, strove to develop
new self-critical approaches to studying Asia.
Paul Cohen, whom Professor Kagami cites as an
important critic of orientalism in China studies,
was a good example of such a scholar. But he was
by no means an outsider to China area studies.
The support for his research came from the
Harvard Fairbank center for East Asian Research.
This account of the development of China area
studies in the United States differs slightly from
Professor Kagami’s, because it suggests that,
first, university-based area studies was not in a
simple direct way oriented toward state policy
research, and, second, that it facilitated critiques
of orientalism as well as support for orientalism.
What are the implications of this for Professor
Kagami’s inspiring vision of a new paradigm of
co-behaviorism in China studies? I agree with
him that orientalism persists in the area studies
that is based in China research centers at
American universities. I would, however, have
more confidence that critiques of such orientalism
could arise from within such research centers. In
the United States at least, the strongest base of
orientalism is not within area study centers, but
within the mainstream specialised social science
disciplines: economics, political science,
sociology. Very often these disciplines seek to
develop universal theories that are in fact based
particularistically in American conditions. Area
study centers tend to support more inter-

disciplinary approaches with more of an
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orientation toward the languages and cultures of
China. They also inform and encourage kinds of
research based more on practical reason than
theoretical reason. This is more likely to foster
genuine intersubjective encounters with China
than research in mainstream social science. One
sign that area studies could possibly harbor
threats to the hegemonic ethnocentralism, —
orientalism—in American social science is that
under present circumstances, universities and
funding agencies are no longer willing to support
such centers. Pushed out of the mainstream, they
are a good place to begin swimming against the
tide.
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