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Leading article: The new colonial masters

Saturday, 19 April 2008 = SHARE

The three million rounds of Chinese ammunition now docked in a
port in South Africa are only the most recent evidence of a
deepening relationship between China and Zimbabwe. China has
had its eye on the natural resources of Africa for many years.
As a result of a meticulously planned wooing of African leaders,
China now imports nearly 30 per cent of its oil from Africa along
with substantial amounts of copper, uranium, gold, silver and
platinum. China will soon overtake the US and Europe as Africa's
foremost trading partner.

Beijing's willingness to give aid and extend credit without
attaching any conditions about good governance or human
rights is winning friends across Africa, but nowhere more so
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